Legal DNA Testing
How to prepare for your appointment
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DNA Testing with your GP
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF THINGS YOU MUST REMEMBER BEFORE
YOU ATTEND YOUR SAMPLING APPOINTMENT

PREPARATION

WHY CHOOSE US?

1.

Refrain from eating, drinking or smoking for at least 1 hour before your
appointment.

2.

Inform the GP if you are on any medications that may interfere with the
sample quality.

3.

Inform the GP if you have had a blood transfusion in the last 90 days.
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WHAT TO BRING



COMPETITIVELY PRICED

1.



ISO 17025 ACCREDITED LABORATORY

Bring a form of photo identification (passport or driver’s license). If neither
of these is available, then please bring your birth certificate. The supplied
document will be copied during your sampling appointment and returned to
you.

2.

Supply ONE recent passport photograph.

3.

Please ensure that a copy of the child’s birth certificate (or passport if
available) AND a passport photograph is supplied. If the DNA test is required
for registering a child’s birth then one passport photograph is sufficient.

4.

Bring your PPS number.

YOUR APPOINTMENT
1.

The appointment typically lasts about 30 minutes.

2.

It is preferred that all parties be in the room together whilst the samples are
being taken. If this situation is impossible, talk to your GP about alternative
arrangements.

3.

The paperwork will be completed first, where you will be required to sign
consent to have your DNA analysed for determining paternity or another
biological relationship. This can be completed in advance of your
appointment or in the waiting room before sampling.

4.

The sample will be taken by swabbing the inside of your cheek. This is a
completely painless procedure.

5.

The swabs must be allowed to dry before being placed in the corresponding
marked envelope. Your doctor may ask you to return after an hour if you
wish to witness the samples being correctly packaged.

PATERNITY TESTING
To establish the father of a child.
Who is tested?
 Alleged father
 Child
 Mother (optional)

AVUNCULAR TESTING
To establish if two individuals are
related as aunt/uncle and/or niece/
nephew.
Who is tested?
 Alleged paternal aunt or uncle
 Child (niece or nephew)
 Mother

GRANDPARENTAGE
When the alleged father is unavailable,
the paternal grandparents can be
tested for relatedness.
Who is tested?
 Alleged paternal grandmother
 Alleged paternal grandfather
 Child
 Mother

SIBLINGSHIP
Two individuals can be tested for
relatedness as full or half siblings.
Who is tested?
 Sibling 1 + mother
 Sibling 2 + mother

CONSENT
Consent from a legal guardian (usually the mother) is required when sampling a
person less than 16 years of age. Please ensure that the person authorised to
give consent signs the appropriate portion of the form, otherwise it could lead to
a delay in processing.

PAYMENT
1.

Payment must be enclosed with the samples and application when returning
your DNA test samples.

2.

The current fees are available on our website or via email from our office.

3.

Your GP will have associated surgery fees which are not included in this
price.

RESULTS
1.

Your results will be posted and/or emailed to you within 7 working days
from receipt of samples and completion of payment

2.

The Results Distribution section of the application will serve as a written
instruction from you regarding the issue of reports. Please ensure that you
include YOUR name and address CLEARLY in the “Results Distribution”
section of the application.

3.

Additional reports or re-issue of reports are produced only with expressed
written permission from all tested parties. There is a €20 administration fee
for re-issue of reports.

